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Single State Registration System (SSRS)
Program Overview

The Single State Registration System (SSRS) is
a state administered federal registration program.
The program objective is to ensure that all
interstate motor carriers of property maintain
public liability insurance at appropriate levels.
Motor carriers choose a single participating
SSRS state as their base state in which to file
their SSRS application. Fees are collected by
the base state on behalf of all SSRS participating
states in which the motor carrier operates. Thirty
eight states participate in the SSRS program.

Who is required to register for SSRS?

All for-hire motor carriers of property who are
regulated by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA) to engage in interstate
commerce are required to register their authority
in their base state. Motor carriers must first
obtain a US Dot number and interstate authority
(MC number or MX number) from FMCSA. To
obtain interstate authority, a Designation of
Agents for Service of Process form and proof of
liability insurance must be filed with and
approved by FMCSA.

Where do motor carriers obtain a US Dot
number and register for interstate
authority?

Applications for a US Dot number and interstate
authority are available and may be filed on-line
at:

www.safer.fmcsa.dot.gov.

For further assistance, contact FMCSA at:

(800) 832-5660
Or visit their website at

www.fmcsa.dot.gov.

Who is required to file for SSRS Exempt
Registration?

Motor carriers who meet the following criteria:
1. You are an interstate and/or foreign for-hire

or private motor carrier of property, and
2. You are exempt from federal registration

by the FMCSA by virtue of the exclusive
transportation of federally exempt
commodities or driveaway operations, and

3. You travel in California, and
4. You are not registered in the Motor Carrier

Permit program or SSRS program in any
SSRS participant state.

How do motor carriers register for SSRS
in California?

An SSRS application packet containing
instructions and forms is available at:
http://www.dmv.ca.gov/forms/mcp/mcpforms.htm
You may also contact us at:

Department of Motor Vehicles
SSRS Section – G875

P.O. Box 932370
Sacramento, CA  94232-3700

(916) 657-6636
The following forms are included in the
application packet and must be submitted by
mail:
• a completed SSRS application
• a fee form declaring the number of vehicles

that will be operated in each state
• a check or money order for the total fees

due
Proof of liability insurance and interstate
authority will be verified through the FMCSA
database prior to issuance of an SSRS
registration receipt.

Registration Period

The SSRS registration cycle is January to
December.  Although there is no administrative
penalty for late filing, active and aggressive
enforcement begins nationwide on the 1st of
January.

Display of Registration Credentials

A photocopy of your SSRS registration receipt
must be carried in each of your qualified vehicles.

Renewal of SSRS Registration

Annual renewal of SSRS registration must be
filed between the 1st of August and the 30th of
November of the year preceding the next
calendar registration year. All currently
registered SSRS participants will be mailed a
renewal package containing renewal
instructions and forms in late July or early
August each year.  Failure to file your renewal
application on or before the 30th of November,
will likely result in late issuance of your SSRS
registration receipt.

Selection of SSRS Registration State

A motor carrier must select the state in which it
maintains its principal place of business.
A carrier that maintains its principal place of
business in a state that does not participate in the
SSRS program, must select the SSRS participant
state in which it will operate the largest number
of motor vehicles during the next registration
year.

SSRS Participant States

Alabama Maine Ohio

Arkansas Massachusetts Oklahoma

California Michigan Rhode Island

Colorado Minnesota South Carolina

Connecticut Mississippi South Dakota

Georgia Missouri Tennessee

Idaho Montana Texas

Illinois Nebraska Utah

Indiana New Hampshire Virginia

Iowa New Mexico Washington

Kansas New York Wyoming

Kentucky North Carolina Wisconsin

Louisiana North Dakota
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Insurance Requirements

Motor carriers must maintain current and valid
public liability insurance in the amounts required
by Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
§387.303 as follows:

1.  Freight Vehicles with a Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
of 10,001 lbs. or more:

Category Minimum
Coverage

a) Property – non-hazardous: $750,000

b) Property – hazardous: $5,000,000

Hazardous substances, as defined in 49
CFR 171.8, transported in cargo tanks,
portable tanks or hopper-type vehicles
with capacities in excess of 3,500 water
gallons, or in bulk Class A or B explosives,
poison gas (Poison A), liquefied
compressed gas or compressed gas, or
highway route controlled quantity
radioactive materials as defined in 49 CFR
173.455

c) Property – hazardous: $1,000,000

Oil listed in 49 CFR 172.101; hazardous
waste, hazardous materials and hazardous
substances defined in 49 CFR 171.8 and
listed in 49 CFR 171.101, but not
mentioned in 1 (b) or 2 (b).

2.  Freight Vehicles with a Gross Vehicle Weight
Rating of less than 10,001 lbs.

Category Minimum
Coverage

a) Property – not subject to 49 CFR
§387.303(b)(2): $300,000

b) Property – hazardous: $5,000,000

Any quantity  of Class A or B explosives;
any quantity of poison gas (Poison A); or
highway route controlled quantity
radioactive materials as defined in 49 CFR
173.455

Contact Information

If you need additional information regarding
SSRS, please contact us at:

Department of Motor Vehicles
SSRS Section – G875

P.O. Box 932370
Sacramento, CA  94232-3700

(916) 657-6636

Business hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday

8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
and 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Questions and/or comments may be sent
via e-mail to:

mcp-scorecard@dmv.ca.gov

For questions concerning other DMV programs, please
contact:
Commercial Driver License: ............ (916) 657-5771
International Registration Plan: ...... (916) 657-7971
Motor Carrier Permit Section: ......... (916) 657-8153
Permanent Fleet Registration: ......... (916) 657-9067

For Oversize/Overweight Transportation Permits,
please contact:
CalTrans North: ................................(916) 322-1297
CalTrans South: ............................... (909) 383-4637

For fuel tax and sales tax payment, please contact:
California Board of Equalization: ... (916) 322-9669

For household goods carriers and motor carriers
of passengers, please contact:
Public Utilities Commission: .......... (800) 877-8867

For Federal information, please contact:
Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration: ..................... (800) 832-5660
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